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The deadline for the September 
Pilgrims’ Progress is  
Sunday, August 15! 

 
Please e-mail submissions to Elisabeth 

at both 
parishasst@pilgrimlutheranri.org 

And eremmingvergun@cox.net or place in 
her mailbox in the church office.  

Thanks! 
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From the Pastor 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
July and August often bring us opportunities to 
get away for a little while.  It is important to do 
this because we all need a time for rest.  Even 
God took a break from work when the creation 
was finished.   
 
We, too, seek a place apart for recollection and 
rest.  Often we think that means we can be off 
the hook in our worship.  God never stops 
blessing us, so we also gather faithfully in 
worship to say thank you to God for all God 
sends our way.   
 
There was a sort of “in your face” advertising 
campaign several years ago that spoke a truth 
about TV religious programs.  It went something 
like this: “With all due respect to TV evangelists, 
have you ever seen a Sony (TV) that can give 
you communion?”  We can ask the same 
question about golf courses or beaches or 
mountain forests.  None of them can do what the 
gathered community of the church can do: make 
Jesus present in Word, Sacraments, and the 
community of sisters and brothers.   
 
Christianity is a different religion.  We are 
different from Judaism and Islam, we are 
different from Buddhists and Hindus in that we 
confess and believe that God came among us in 
a human body in Jesus from Nazareth.  This 
means that physical things are important for us: 
physical things like water, bread and wine, our 
human bodies, the movements and sounds of 
worship, art and colors and smells.  Unlike other 
world religions, we see that God continues to 
work through the physical stuff in life. 
 
Of course, that is one of the reasons we can find 
blessings and rest at the beach or in the 
mountains.  We like the beauty in those places, 
but sometimes we fall into the misunderstanding 
that   where  we   worship  should  be  plain  and  
 
 



unadorned.  We see that in some of the 
foundational traditions of New England, where 
the worship space was always minimal in color 
or decoration or visual or musical art.   
 
Lutherans have never been in this tradition of 
plainness or rejection of beauty in art and music.  
We have always seen these gifts from God as 
one of the avenues that God uses to teach us, 
renew us, and open our minds to new ideas.  In 
fact, it was the destruction of organs and 
statues, of stained glass windows and 
vestments by radicals during the Peasant’s 
Rebellion that caused Luther to leave the safety  
of the Wartburg Castle and return to his home in 
Wittenberg to speak against this rejection.  
Luther knew that all the beauty of the church 
could be misused, but he also knew how rich a 
gift it is to have art and music, beauty and color 
in our worship. 
 
Practically speaking for us at Pilgrim Church it 
means that art has a place in our worship 
spaces.  It means that we relish the gifts of sight 
and sound as both accepting the gifts God gives 
to artists and musicians as well as offering our 
best skills and gifts in worship to God.  Icons 
and improvisations, art and arias are all a part of 
our worship because such things show us the 
rich diversity of God’s gifts to the church and the 
world. 
 
Seek beauty.  Stand in awe of ocean vistas and 
canvases enriched with colors.  Be caught up in 
musical offerings as well as mountain views.  In 
all these, we come to know our God a little 
better.  And knowing God in nature and art and 
worship and community, we find ourselves 
refreshed and renewed to help others know God 
as an abundant giver of gifts.   
 
Yours in Christ’s service,    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Pastoral Acts 
Baptisms 
 

   
  Aaron Brown 
  Camryn Brown 

 
Marriages 
 
David Gill & Nicole Washburn   
 
Funerals 
 
 

  Conrad (Herb) Clark 
  Dorothy Mott 
 
 
 
 

The Situation Downstairs 
 
The Holy Week floods brought an upheaval to 
our Sunday School.  They caused the floors to 
come loose and mold to grow in the ceilings.  
 
We now need to repair this area, so we will meet 
as a congregation on Sunday, July 18 
following the 9:30 service to authorize the 
council to begin repair to our Sunday School 
space and make other important improvements 
in our building. 
 
Our congregation has received a grant of 
$10,000 for the beginning of this repair from 
Grace Lutheran Church in Waseca, Minnesota.  
That congregation received a bequest several 
years ago to be used to help Lutheran churches 
recover from natural disasters.  We applied for 
the grant and have received the check from our 
sisters and brothers in Christ. 
 
We are grateful to be part of a church 
community throughout our country, the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, which 
sees this kind of partnership as a way of living 
our life in Christ.   
 

Pastor Kohl  



 

Notes from Kajsa 
 
 

 
Greetings to you, People of Pilgrim! 
 
As I am sure many of you know, we have 
been working hard to raise funds for a new 
sound system in the sanctuary. It has been 
a long journey, but thanks to hard work, fund 
raisers, concerts, bake sales, and generous 
donations, I dare to say that we will reach 
our goal of $10,000.  The church has been 
in contact with three sound companies that 
has each provided us with estimates and 
different solutions. Now it is up to us to 
decide which one will be the best fit for us.  
I would like to take this opportunity to tell 
you a little bit more about the goals and 
expectations that we have with the new 
sound system.  First of all, we want good 
quality speakers facing the congregation. 
Being able to hear is crucial, otherwise we 
lose interest. I have a great example of that 
myself.  Once I attended a two hour long talk 
show with Garrison Keillor. People around 
me were laughing the whole time, but for 
some reason I could barely hear a word of 
what he was saying. I soon lost the interest 
and became very frustrated. I think it might 
have had more to do with his diction rather 
than the sound system, but my frustration 
was still the same. 
  
We will also put up new speakers facing the 
choir. For far too long, the people sitting in 
the choir pews have had difficulty hearing 
the readings and the sermon. For the same 
reasons mentioned above, we think that it is 
crucial that, no matter where you sit in the 
sanctuary, you should be able to hear the 
Word of God being read or spoken. 
 
We want cordless headsets for the Pastor 
as well as the Assisting Minister. Not just to 
look cool, but also to give them the freedom 
to move around freely without worrying 
about not making themselves heard.  

We will get new solo microphones as well as 
microphones for the choir. This will give us 
the opportunity to perform a much larger 
variety of music than is possible now. We 
will be able to use other instruments than 
only piano and organ, and the congregation 
will hear the singers much better than 
before.  
 
We are planning to get a recording system 
so that we can record concerts, hymn sings, 
and even services for distribution to people 
that are not able to attend our worship 
services.  
 
As I learned when I started working with our 
three different estimates, there is a lot of 
“backstage” equipment. These are also the 
parts that will cost the most, but are 
nevertheless important for the whole system 
to run. I won’t get into too much detail here, 
but once we have everything in place I will 
be happy to guide those of you interested in 
knowing more about it.  
 
This is all the information that I have 
available up to this date. I am very eager to 
see this process moving forward, and I want 
to say thank you to all of you who are 
making this possible. Together, we’ll keep 
doin’ stuff for Jesus! 
Your sister in Christ, 
 



Congratulations, 
Graduates…  

ity University in San Antonio, TX. 

 

 
Hannah Michaelsen graduated from 
Cranston West High School on June 12.  She will be 
attending Trin
 
Michael Nelson graduated from Coventry High 
School in June, and will be attending CCRI in the fall.  
Michael is the grandson of Ruth & Linton Nelson. 
 
Cameron Otten graduated from Exeter-West 
Greenwich High School this June.  He plans to attend 
CCRI in the fall. 
 
Nate Stiener graduated from Cranston High School 
East in June.  He will be attending the University of 
Vermont.   
 
Ryan Wagner was graduated from Quinnipiac 
University with a B.S. degree in Advertising and  
Marketing. 

 

Congratulations and Blessings to all 
From your Pilgrim Church Family! 

 
 

 

Fellowship Times Planned for 
July and August 

 
        
 
 
 
 

Mark your calendar! 
Here are two opportunities for us to gather for 

food and fellowship this summer… 
 

Potluck Barbecue and Hymn Sing 
 

Sunday, July 18 at 5:00 p.m. 
 

Church Picnic 
 

Sunday, August 1 
Following the late service 

 
Check the office bulletin board for signup 

sheets and more information. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Coming on Mondays in September: 
 
 
 
 
 

Bible 101 
 
People often believe they know little about the Bible.  
Usually they know more than they think they do.  Often 
we just need a reminder of what we already know.  
 
 In September, Pastor Kohl will offer an introductory 
course in the Bible.  This will be open to the entire 
community and will we extend it to people from other 
Christian backgrounds as well as some of our Jewish 
friends who work at the House of Hospitality.  So, if you 
or someone you know is seeking a group to learn and 
study together, please come and bring your friends.  
Watch the Sunday bulletin and the web page for more 
detailed information.   
 
 

Faith and Film Series 
 

The Faith and Film Series takes place on the second 
Saturday of every month at Bob and Dody Matthias 
house, 11 Duane Street, East Greenwich.  A light supper 
is provided at 5:00 p.m., intro to the movie at 5:30 p.m., 
and movie at 5:45—discussion follows.  
  
July 10:  "The Color of Paradise"  This film is set in Iran. 
Mohammad is a true innocent filled with wonder and a 
sensitivity to everything that surrounds him. Seeing with 
the eyes of his heart, he is a world apart from his father 
who has no idea of what a treasure he has right in front of 
him. Taken as a spiritual parable “The Color of Paradise” 
speaks indirectly about the bounties of grace and the 
emptiness of a life not filled with gratitude to God. 
  
August 14:  "Everlasting Moments"   The themes of 
marriage/partnerships and creativity are explored in this 
film by Swedish film director Jan Troell.  
An extraordinary film of how a brave and creative 
working-class housewife keeps her soul alive and her 
resiliency in the face of staggering odds and setbacks as 
her creativity shines and gives her a keen sense of 
personal satisfaction and fulfillment.  
  
In the months following:   Films such as "Lemon 
Tree," set on the Israeli-Palestinian border and “Lord, 
Save Us from Your Followers"  by a director troubled by 
the divisiveness that characterizes talk about religion in 
America.  Themes of hatred and dialogue are explored in 
this documentary.  For reviews of these and other films 
and for film trailers, see 
www.spiritualityandpractice.com.   Bob and Dody 
welcome suggestions regarding film subjects to be 
explored and titles to be shown. 



Making Choices 
 
For months (somewhat regularly) I have written about 
an unnamed subject in running around the bush of 
stewardship.  The invitation to write about it was 
offered to me and I have chosen not to use the word 
until now.  It's not a bad word, but a misunderstood 
one, usually connected with raising money for the 
church's budget.  The subject of stewardship is about 
much more; it's about our choices in using our time, 
ourselves, as well as money and possessions.  It's 
about living our lives as people of God. 
 
Scripture teaches us that all we have and are is a gift, 
a trust from God.  We pray in one of the prayers 
following the offering, "through your goodness you 
have blessed us with these gifts: ourselves, our time 
and our possessions." 
 
Everything we are and everything we have is from 
God.  Yet we easily slip into making choices thinking 
that all ours.  In these days, we rarely hear anyone 
say that they will pray about a decision they have to 
make.  We may think choices through, but do 
we pray about them?  Prayer gives one time to allow 
God's Word and Spirit to work in the mind and 
heart as to how God's gifts may be used and for what 
purpose.  This is one aspect of good stewardship, 
seeking to be responsible in making good choices. 
 
After almost three months now, we have come to 
realize the seriousness of being stewards of God's 
creation.  On the grand scale of stewardship, the 
pollution of the Gulf of Mexico is an example 
of making poor choices.  It is reported that forty-some 
corporations, companies, and governmental 
branches and agencies have contributed to this 
massive pollution of creation.  The domino effect of 
some poor choices ended with an explosion of toxic 
oil beyond human control. 
 
Most reading these words are not called to be 
stewards of God's gifts on this huge a scale.  Yet no 
matter how many gifts with which we have been 
endowed by our Lord God, we are to manage them 
with the trust that God has in us.  Man and woman 
were entrusted by God to be stewards of what 
was the Lord created.  The creation stories were 
formed during the time of  the exile when the Hebrew 
people were scattered away from their land.  They 
believed that God blessed the man and woman with 
the gift of all in the sea, in the air, and on the 
ground—the plants  
and animals.  While God "spoke" to the man and 
woman of being "fruitful, to subdue and rule" over  
it all, not claiming it as their own, the story faithfully 
understands that creation should not be exploited, 
wasted, or spoiled, but used and cared for so that it 
served God, man and woman, and creation itself. 

 
Even in those places that the word of God does not 
reach, stewardship is required and expected by 
striving for justice, equity, and respect for all 
people through the laws of society for the sake of 
order and well being.  Jesus has taught us with his 
words, and shown us by his life, how to be stewards 
of all that we are given.  His life was one of 
stewardship in faithfulness to the trust the Lord God 
had in him.  His choice was to do his Father's will; his 
choice has provided the gift of life to those who hear 
his word.   
 
As servants of the Servant we have choices.  At 
times, our choices are as critical as the ones that 
were needed to have been made in the Gulf.   
Whether our lives are given a little or much by the 
blessings of God, we are trusted by our Lord to make 
good stewardship choices for ourselves, others, and 
creation itself. 
 
Donald Williams 
 

 

Five Wishes 
 

We know that for everything there is a season.  No 
season is to be denied or feared because we trust 
that God is on the journey with us. 
 
You are invited, following 9:30 worship, to learn more 
about "Five Wishes."   The process was created by 
Jim Towey, an attorney, who worked 12 years with 
Mother Teresa of Calcutta.  His experiences with her 
are why he created "Five Wishes," the first living will 
that talks about our personal, emotional and spiritual 
needs as well as our medical wishes. "Five Wishes" 
has been featured on CNN and NBC and in the 
pages of Time and Money magazines.  "Five Wishes" 
meets Rhode Island requirements under the law. 
 
There are many things in life that may be out of our 
hands, but there is a way to control something very 
important—how we are treated if we get seriously ill.  
A good time to think and plan for this is now, not later 
when decisions will be made for us and not by us—
not  just about end of life, but decisions if any of us 
is in an accident and not expected to recover.  That's 
why this process is open to 18 year olds and above. 
 
Get your coffee and goodies and meet in the parlor to 
view a 22 minute video and to receive the "Five 
Wishes" booklet to take home.   After having seen the 
video, you may borrow it. The booklet is available for 
you to look at on the table in the Narthex.  Offered 
every Sunday in July (except the 18th) and August 
(except the 1st) following 9:30 worship. 
 

 



Serving in July 2010   
 

 
 

GREETERS 
 

July  4    Pam Himebaugh 
July 11   Bruce & Elaine Belvin 
July 18   Bonnie Abols 
July 25   Earle & Ella Fish 

 

 
 

ALTAR GUILD 
 

July  4     Kitty Johnson 
      Marion Kullberg 
      Patricia Frazier 
July 11    Jo-Anne Doyle 
                Debbie Perri 
      Linda Phillips 
July 18    Maureen Johnson 
      Cindy Cote 
July 25    Joan Schappert 
      Mary Brinson 
      Pam Himebaugh  
   

 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
 

July  4     Bob & Dody Matthias 
July 11    Bill & Tom Dugan and Family 
      Rose & Allan Reed 
      The Wagner Family     
July 18    Joan Carlson 
                The Krajewski Family 
      Josephine Nelson 
July 25    Available 
 

 
 

READERS 
 

July  4     Roy Wagner 
July 11    Suzanne Beauregard 
July 18    Beth Fish 
July 25    Bob Coletta 
 

 
 

ASSISTING MINISTERS 
 

July  4    Needed…please sign up! 
July 11    Tina Carlson 
July 18    Betsy Canino 
July 25    Elaine Morin 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

USHERS 
 

July  4     Pete Mahoney 
      Arthur & Nancy Sulmasy 
July 11    Mary Brinson 
      Joan Midwood 
       Ruth Lundin 
July 18    Jo-Anne Doyle 
      Harry Eminger 
      Fred & Laurie Linden 
July 25    John & Tina Carlson 
       Betty Wagner 
       Roy Wagner 

 

 
 

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS 
 

July  4     Joanne Lozy 
       Betty Wagner 
       Roy Wagner 
July 11    Suzanne Beauregard 
                 Bill Dugan 
                  Two more Communion Assistants 
                       are needed…please sign up! 
July 18    Joanne Lozy 
      Jan Rouillard 
                  Two more Communion Assistants 
                       are needed…please sign up! 
July 25    Betsy Canino 
      Betty Wagner 
      Roy Wagner 
       One more Communion Assistants 
                       are needed…please sign up! 
 

 
 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 
 

July  4    Needed…please sign up! 
July 11    Roy Wagner 
July 18    Joe Ehrman 
July 25    John & Tina Carlson 

 

Eucharistic Ministers needed for the remainder of 
the summer months…please sign up! 

 

 
 

ACOLYTES 
 

Please see the office bulletin board for  
Acolyte assignments.  Thanks! 

 



Serving in August 2010 
 
 

GREETERS 
 

August  1 Scott Chappelle & Cindy Cote 
August  8     Jim & Jo-Anne Doyle 
August 15 Fred & Laurie Linden 
August 22 Angel Maisonet &  
  Angel Maisonet III 
August 29    Pete & Carole Mahoney 
 

 
 

ALTAR GUILD 
 

August  1     Virginia Smith 
           Helen Varin 
           Nancy Lewis 
August  8     Muriel Linden 
                     Ruth Lesieur 
                     Alice Burnham 
August 15    Betty Wagner 
                     Nancy Sulmasy 
August 22    Connie Radican 
                     Jo-Anne Lozy 
           Susan Simundson 
August 29    Kitty Johnson 
           Marion Kullberg 
                     Patricia Frazier 
 

 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
 

August  1     Available 
August  8     Dee Bianco & Bernadette George 
           Scott Chappelle & Family 
                     Josephine Nelson 
           The Wagner and Voorhees Families 
August 15    Joan Carlson 
August 22    Eugene & Verna Confreda 
August 29    Available 

 

 
 

READERS 
 

August  1     Kathy Gremel 
August  8     Helen Varin 
August 15    Carl Lozy 
August 22    Joan Hamblin 
August 29    Joanne Lozy 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

USHERS 
 

August  1     Steve Lessard 
           Linda Sullivan 
           Arthur & Nancy Sulmasy 
August  8     Mary Brinson 
                     Ruth Lundin 
           Pete Mahoney 
August 15    Earle Fish 
                     Bob Hardesty 
           David Heden 
August 22    Joanne & Carl Lozy 
           Bruce & Carolyn Vittner 
August 29   Scott Chappelle 
           Ron Fish 
 

 
 

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS 
 

August  1   Four Communion Assistants  
                         needed…please sign up! 
August  8    Four Communion Assistants  
                         needed…please sign up! 
August 15   Betsy Canino 
           Three additional Communion  
                  Assistants needed…please sign up! 
August 22   Four Communion Assistants  
                         needed…please sign up! 
August 29   Four Communion Assistants  
                         needed…please sign up! 
 

 
 

ASSISTING MINISTERS 
 

August  1     Needed…please sign up! 
August  8     Karin Kohl 
August 15    Elaine Morin 
August 22    Needed…please sign up! 
August 29    John Carlson 
 

 
 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 
 

Eucharistic Ministers needed for the remainder of 
the summer…please sign up! 

 

 
 

ACOLYTES 
 

Please see the office bulletin board for  
Acolyte assignments.  Thanks! 
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