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2009 Offering Envelopes are available  
in the narthex—please take yours home as soon 

as possible.  Thank you! 
 

 

 

PILGRIM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
ANNUAL MEETING 

 

Sunday, January 25, 2009 
immediately following the 9:30 service 

 

Please note that committee annual reports are 
due in the office no later than  
Monday, January 12.  Thanks! 
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From the Pastor 
A Bible in Your Future? 

 

Our church is engaging in an activity called “Book 
of Faith”.  Sister Carol wrote about this in a 
previous issue of Pilgrim’s Progress.  It is a call 
from the church, actually from the Holy Spirit, for 
people of the church to reconnect to the Bible as a 
manifestation of the Word of God to us.  (Jesus is 
the main way the Word comes to us, but beside the 
Bible there are also the two sacraments and the 
community that gathers in Jesus’ name that are the 
“means of grace”.)  So as your pastor I hope that 
you might include the Bible as a part of your daily 
routine as a way of celebrating a new year.  I do 
hope there is a Bible in your future. 
 

First, a word about the Bible: DO NOT BE AFRAID 
TO WRITE IN YOUR BIBLE!  I cannot emphasize 
this enough.  We often think of the Bible as so holy 
that we do not make it our own by making note of 
what matters to us or what speaks a word of 
comfort or challenge for change to us.  Let your 
Bible be YOUR Bible: mark it with your insights, 
discoveries, understanding.   
 

Second, get a Bible that makes sense to you.  The 
Bible is a collection of books from centuries ago 
that show us who God is, that tells us what God 
promises and what God will be doing.  If you can’t 
understand your Bible, get one that you can read 
and make sense of.  Many of us were raised with 
the King James Version (translated between 1604 
and 1611).  The language is beautiful, but it is not 
the English that you and I speak.  It is the language 
of Shakespeare.  The Bible was written for 
understanding in the original language of common 
people, written not to impress but to communicate 
to all. 
 

The Bible is a holy book to us because it speaks to 
us today, not because of where it came from.  This 
means that the Bible has to make sense for us.  
The Bible is not inspired because of who first wrote 
the words or which words were used in the Hebrew 
or Greek, but because we see our own lives and 
relationships to God and other people in the stories 
and messages of the Bible.   
 

This means sometimes one section may mean a lot 
when you read it, and another time you might read 
those very words and they can leave you without 



any significant meaning.  This is not a problem: the 
Holy Spirit knows how to lead you to the truth you 
need for the day.  And like so much of God, we 
can’t make blessings happen, but we sure can 
keep them from happening.  That means prayer is 
important in reading.  There’s a saying, not from the 
Bible, “Blessed are those who expect nothing, for 
they shall not be disappointed.”  If you do not look, 
you will not find.  If you do not expect God to speak 
to you, you will “hear” nothing from God.   
 

When you read the Bible, look for promises and do 
not confuse them with commands or expectations.  
Lutherans call this distinguishing between Law 
(commands, expectations) and Gospel (promises).  
The Bible is meant to change us, to allow us to 
grow as the children of God that God declared 
about you in your baptism.  This growth does not 
usually happen in an instant.  Like all growth it is a 
process.  It takes time.  So read your Bible daily.  
Over time you will notice that you begin to see your 
life, other people and our world differently.   
 

And start reading your Bible with the Gospel of 
Mark.  Read to know the story of Jesus, and some 
of the events in his life, his encounters with 
disciples and enemies, with struggling people and 
with demons.   Matthew and Luke base their 
gospels on Mark.  His story is the foundation for 
them.  And Jesus is the lens by which we read the 
Hebrew Scriptures of the Old Testament.  He is the 
center, the clearest picture of God’s Word.   
 

There are many newer translations of the Bible 
available.  I will have information at church about 
these so you might have some guidance in 
selecting a Bible for your spiritual life.  Pick this 
paper up at church some Sunday.   
 

So I hope you will open this Book of Faith and read 
it.  You might also join us in Bible study at Pilgrim 
Lutheran Church.  In these settings everybody 
brings an insight, experience or truth we all learn 
from.  We need yours also to be the best people of 
mission we can be.   
 

With hope, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Pastoral Acts 
 

Funerals 
 

John Mayo  
Ronald Standish 
Kenneth Pearson 
John Connors 
 

Baptisms 
 

   
  Alice Joan DiSaia 
 
   

Marriages 
 

Heather Britte Barlow &    
James Heaton Longley 
 
 

 
 

February Pilgrim’s Progress Deadline:  
Thursday, January 15! 

 

Please e-mail submissions to Elisabeth 
at both parishasst@pilgrimlutheranri.org 

and eremmingvergun@cox.net 
 or place in her mailbox in the  

church office.  Thanks! 
 
 
 

 

PILGRIM LUTHERAN CHURCH’S  
ANNUAL MEETING TO BE HELD  

SUNDAY, JANUARY 25 
 

The Annual Meeting of Pilgrim Lutheran Church will 
be held on Sunday, January 25th following the 9:30 

service.  This is the meeting in which we elect 
people to serve the congregation on our 

Congregation Council and several committees: The 
Nominating, Scholarship, and Memorial 

Committees, as well as voting members of our 
annual synod assembly which will be held in 

Sturbridge, Massachusetts from May 28-30, 2009. 
It is also at this meeting that a budget for ministry for 

2009 will be put into place.  All active confirmed 
members of the congregation are encouraged 
and expected to be present at this meeting as 

these decisions are made. 



 
From the Sister 

Grace Comes, Even  
in the Bleak Midwinter 

 

Greetings, Pilgrim saints! The days are short and 
evenings come fast in the month of January, but we 
are still people of the light: living and breathing the 
love of Christ in this dark world.  We are Christ-
bearers, bringing light and life to all who need it, 
especially to those who are trapped or stuck in the 
darkness of life: illness, grief, depression, addiction, 
and hopelessness of all kinds.  And there is even 
good news for us—when we are encompassed by this 
darkness: God promises to be with us!  Our brothers 
and sisters in Christ will show us the way with their 
hearts of light—with their presence of compassion 
and listening ears of love—carrying the cross of 
Jesus!  This is the communion of saints we call the 
church!  When the earth is frozen and the northern 
creation is asleep, the light of Christ shines forth in 
acts of compassion and love, giving us hope and 
warmth, even in the bleak midwinter. 
 

The season of Christmas is falling into the light of the 
Epiphany season.  Like a bright star leading the wise 
men, so does that star continue to give hope and 
promise, even when it stops, even when it falls.  And 
fall it will—on the cross—and the light is hidden—for a 
while.  Yes, the cross must come; we see it even in 
the manger. We know the story. 
 

I don’t know how many people are familiar with the 
hymn In the Bleak Midwinter.  I remember singing and 
dancing to it at Holy Spirit Lutheran Church, Grand 
Blanc, Michigan, so many years ago.  I was 
challenged by the lyrics—how does one visually and 
physically convey the richness of this text, with an eye 
on the cross at all times?  
 

In the bleak midwinter, 
Frosty wind made moan, 
Earth stood hard as iron, 

Water like a stone; 
Snow had fallen, snow on snow, 

Snow on snow, 
In the bleak midwinter, long ago. 

 

Heaven cannot hold him, 
Nor earth sustain; 

Heav’n and earth shall flee away 
When he comes to reign; 

In the bleak midwinter, 
A stable place sufficed 

The Lord God almighty, Jesus Christ. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In my humble opinion, I think the darkness of this 
season should not be confused with the condition of 
the earth—“hard as iron, water like a stone.”  Life can 
still lie dormant in the cold earth, sleeping  
and waiting.  On the other hand, darkness can 
embrace many meanings, but the most obvious ones 
have to do with metaphors describing darkness as the 
opposite of light, separation from God, the realm of 
evil and the ground stone of sin.  (Can you see the 
shadow of the cross in these verses?)  Even the use 
of the adjective “bleak” sends a message of 
hopelessness in a frozen world.  So where does the 
light come from then? How is hope restored?  
 

The clue lies in the manger, contained in a stable:  “In 
the bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed, the Lord 
God almighty, Jesus Christ.”  Only God can penetrate 
coldness, overcome darkness and give new life.  Yes, 
the cross is coming: “heaven cannot hold him, nor 
earth sustain,” but the good news is that the love of 
Christ will always remain—to forgive, heal, transform 
and save!  Out of the cross comes new life, new 
hope!  People of Pilgrim, it’s all about grace, given to 
us through faith.  Jesus Christ IS the light and the 
hope of the world!  Listen to the Gospel of John:  
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God.  He was in the 
beginning with God.  All things came into being 
through him, and without him not one thing came into 
being.  What has come into being in him was life, and 
the life was the light of all people.  The light shines in 
the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.     
       John 1:1-5 
 

Praise God for this incredible gift of hope and light—
give thanks through acts of kindness and justice, 
walking with Jesus in healing and serving all of God’s 
creation, wherever you are!  Love each other–laugh 
with each other—yes, even in the bleak midwinter. 
 

What can I give him, 
Poor as I am? 

If I were a shepherd 
I would bring a lamb; 
If I were a wise man 
I would do my part; 

Yet what I can I give him— 
Give my heart. 

 

From my heart to yours, 
 
 
 
…and Gracie (a beloved creature of God) 
 

Grace Happens 



 

    Notes from Kajsa  
   New Year, New Challenges! 
 
 
Blessings to all of you and a Happy New Year! 
It is time to leave stressful demands of the 
Christmas holiday behind us and look forward 
towards what the New Year has to offer. The 
uncertainty of the future can bring both 
excitement and anxiety. But, be brave, and 
meet the challenges! The reward might be 
great. If you read the article about Ben and me 
in the last month’s Progress, you’ll see what 
happened when I was forced to talk to 
someone that I first did not even dare to look 
at. Change, variation, and new things do not 
necessarily have to be bad.  
 
So, where am I going with all of this? Well, 
since I started working here at Pilgrim, many 
people come to me to talk about the music 
during the service. It may be a certain piece 
they appreciated, something they wish I would 
play, or ideas and suggestions on how to 
celebrate the liturgy. The opinions, like the 
members of our church, are many and diverse. 
I am often asked why we are singing hymns 
that are unfamiliar, that barely anyone can 
sing. I can feel an underlying wish for staying 
with what is familiar and comfortable, and I 
would like to bring that up for discussion.  
 
I understand that people want to sing familiar 
hymns; it feels safe and comfortable when you 
know what is coming. But look at it from this 
perspective: what if there were no new hymns 
at all, if they all were already familiar? I can 
easily imagine that people would get bored 
with the music after a while. I do believe that 
we need the variation and challenge that 
comes with new music in order to keep 
growing and seeing things in new ways. Even 
Jesus gave people new perspectives, he 
challenged the way they looked at the 
scriptures, and even asked some of them to 
leave their comfortable lives and follow him 
instead. And did you know that Johann 
Sebastian Bach wrote new Cantatas 
(collections of music for choir, soloists, and 
instrumental ensembles) for every Sunday. He 

would bring them to church the same morning 
that they were to be performed. Talk about 
challenging your choir members! 
 
Despite all of this talk about variation and 
challenge, I still love the traditional “old” 
hymns. My point of view is that, as a Lutheran 
church, we need to protect and nurture our rich 
musical history, and combine it with the 
musical needs of both today AND tomorrow. 
Just as we, all the different people of the 
congregation, make up Pilgrim Lutheran 
Church, so also there is the need for musical 
diversity and variation among us. 
 
With blessings and hope for a wonderful 
musical year! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



wondering “Weather” or  
Not There’s Church? 

 
In case of emergency road conditions, 
the postponing of Sunday services 
will be announced on television 
Channel 10.  Information will also be 
available on the voice mail when you 
call the church office. 
 
What we have usually done is 
reschedule the service for the 
following Monday evening at 7:00 
p.m. if we cannot meet on Sunday.  
This year we will also add a noon 
spoken service in the chapel on 
Mondays following any Sunday we 
needed to postpone our worship. 
 

 
 
 
Pledge cards should be back at church 
by now, but we will welcome any that 
you may have overlooked returning.  If 
you need a blank pledge card, please 
call the church office at 739-2937, and 
we will be glad to mail one to you.  
They are also available in the narthex 
(main hallway) outside the sanctuary 
(main worship room).  You may put it 
in the offering plate or mail it to Pilgrim 
Lutheran Church, 1817 Warwick 
Avenue, Warwick RI 02889.  Many 
thanks! 

 
 

We Don’t Need it Now, 
but Wait ‘til July! 

 

Pilgrim Lutheran Church continues its journey 
toward full inclusion of people into our worship 
life.  In December we completed the installation 
of air conditioning for our main worship room.  
We are grateful to John Thell for his work and 
expertise in completing this project.  His 
experience with construction processes and 
suppliers has enabled this work to be done at 
an extremely favorable cost.  Thank you, John, 
for sharing your gifts with your family in Christ 
at Pilgrim Lutheran Church. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Good Neighbor 
 

Over the last month Trader Joe’s, a new 
store on Route 2 in Warwick, has proven 
itself to be a good neighbor in our 
community.  Many times Pilgrim Church 
has received huge donations of food from 
the store.  This has included bread and 
meats and fresh produce.   
 

We have been able to share this food with 
several pantries and the House of 
Hospitality, the Rhode Island Family 
Shelter, St. Rita’s Church, and other 
agencies and programs.   We are all 
blessed with the way Trader Joe’s does 
business.  They are good neighbors to 
many people!  
 

 





Sunday Readings – January 2009  
 
January 4 – The Second Sunday of Christmas 
Jeremiah 31:7-14  
The world has stopped celebrating Christmas, but 
Christians carry this celebration through twelve days, 
until Epiphany.  This reading reflects the joy of what 
Christmas means for us: God is restoring the creation 
and bringing the chosen people, you and me and the 
whole of God’s world, back into fellowship with God.  
Christmas means the end of struggle with God, the 
renewal of friendship, the truth that we have a place in 
the heart of God.  For the prophet this meant a return 
from exile.  God’s Old Testament people would come 
home again to Jerusalem, to the city of God, to the 
place from where their identity grows. 
 
Ephesians 1:3-14 The writer of Ephesians reflects the 
truth of the Jeremiah reading: we are the chosen ones 
of God, the children of God because of God’s 
goodness, not our own doing.  And we are brought 
back from our exile in sin to forgiveness and hope in 
Jesus. 
 
John 1:1-18 This Sunday is about identity: Jesus’ 
identity as the human who is the Christ, God’s 
Messiah, the anointed one, the light of the world; but 
also about our identity as the children of God.  John is 
clear: to all who receive him, who believe in his name, 
he gave power to become the children of God, who 
were born…of God.  Being born of God is first our 
baptism into Christ and then the faith that grows from 
baptism, the assurance that our lives are hidden in the 
life of Christ.  In other words, we turn to Christ to know 
who God is and to trust in Jesus as the way by which 
we know God’s forgiveness and hope in our own lives.   
 
January 11 – The Baptism of our Lord 
Genesis 1:1-5 
 These familiar words from the beginning of the Bible 
proclaim a truth we need to carry in all of life: the 
world exists by the will of God and what God says is 
what is real.  All that is came into being because God 
has spoken it into being.  That includes the entire 
human family, each individual of it.  
 
Acts 19:1-7 The baptism of John and Christian baptism 
are two different things.  Being baptized into the name 
of the Holy Trinity welcomes us into the fullness of 
God; it brings forgiveness for the past and hope for 
the future.  In people in this reading, when they 
receive Christian baptism speak in tongues and 
prophesy: they are able to express God’s love in new 
ways and to share the good news (prophesy) of what 
God has done for them in Jesus.  Baptism leads us to 
become witnesses to the grace that we know in Jesus. 
 
Mark 1:4-11 Baptism is ultimately about identity: Jesus 
is declared the Son of God, the beloved.  Jesus’ whole 
life is living out that identity.  This is true for all who 

are baptized.  We live out our identity as children of 
God as a congregation and as individuals in the world.  
 
January 18 – The Confession of Peter (beginning the 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity) 
Acts 4:8-13  
The Book of the Acts of the Apostles is really the story 
of how the resurrection of Jesus continues in the 
Church.  In this reading we see Peter and John on trial 
for healing on the Sabbath day.  It is the boldness of 
their witness to Jesus as God’s anointed one that 
causes the judges to recognize these two men as 
companions of Jesus.  The story is one that calls us to 
be bold also as we witness to the grace we know in 
Jesus.   
 
1 Corinthians 10:1-5 Like the teaching of Jesus, Paul’s 
letters are full of images.  In this section he connects 
the rock that provided water and refreshment to the 
Israelites on their exodus from Egypt to Jesus.  In fact 
he proclaims Jesus as the rock of their salvation.   
 
Matthew 16:13-19 Like the world in which Jesus lived; 
our world has many opinions about who is god.  Peter 
makes the bold witness that Jesus is the one who 
reveals the true God.  This rock solid confession that 
Jesus is the Messiah is still the foundation for faith.  If 
someone wants to know who God is, all one needs to 
do is look at Jesus.  
 
January 25 – The Conversion the Paul (end of the 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity) 
Acts 9:1-22 
 Paul’s conversion is not typical for most Christians.  
He went from being one who breathed threats and 
murder against Christians to being one of the most 
amazing witnesses of the resurrection.  His story 
shows us that with God all things are possible.  It also 
calls us to consider what God needs to do in our lives 
to get our attention: getting knocked off our horse 
might be necessary for us also.  God has or will act 
when it is the right time in our lives also. 
 
Galatians 1:11-24 Here Paul tells his own story of his 
conversion.  Notice that he sets the beginning of this 
story before he was born.  Like the prophet Jeremiah 
(who uses the same pre-birth image of his own call) 
Paul knows his ministry will be to all people, not jus to 
those who are similar to himself.  Because God has a 
heart for the whole human family, the Church also 
ministers to all people, and especially to those who 
believe that God is their enemy or those who believe 
they do not need God.   
 
Luke 21:10-19 Jesus gives a word of encouragement 
to his followers: things will not be easy, you will have 
troubles, but they do not mean that God has 
abandoned you.  These very troubles and struggles 
become the means by which we bear witness, by 
which faith in God is shaped and strengthened.  



Serving in January 2009 
 

 
 

GREETERS 
 

January   4  Marion Kullberg & Muriel Linden 
January 11  Phyllis Blanchette & Roy Wagner   
January 18  Bill Dugan & Suzanne Beauregard 
January 25  Linda Sullivan & Bob Hardesty 
 

 
 

READERS 
 

January   4   Allan Reed 
January 11    Pam Himebaugh 
January 18   Mark Cheney 
January 25   Susan Horsch 
 

 
 

ALTAR GUILD 
 

January   4    
M. Johnson, S. Chappelle & C. Cote 
January 11     
C. Radican, J. Lozy, R. Lesieur & S. Simundson 
January 18     
V. Smith, S. Collins, H. Varin & N. Lewis 
January 25     
E. Doyle, D. Bishop & M. Linden 
 

 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
 

There will be an opportunity to sign up for altar 
flowers on Sundays in January after the late 

service.  Look for the table set up in the narthex 
if you’re interested in contributing altar 

flowers, or speak to Maureen Johnson of the 
Altar Guild. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

USHERS 
 

January   4   Linda Hughes, Steve Lessard 
    Susan & Mark Chappelle 
January 11   Kristen Resendes 
    Bob Hardesty     
    Bruce & Carolyn Vittner 
January 18   Deb Vilardi, Bill Dugan 
    Robert & Susan Dubuque 
January 25   The Brusick-Stiener Family 
    

 
 

ACOLYTES 
 

January   4   Kiana Maisonet 
    Kimberly Middlemiss 
January 11   Tyler Rouillard 
    Evan Manchester 
January 18   Stephanie Johnson 
    Christian Michaelsen 
January 25   Daniel Cryan 
    Tyler Phillips 
 

 
 

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS 
 

Communion Assistants are needed for the 
month of January.  Please sign up on the sheet 

posted on the office bulletin board if you are 
able to help.  Thanks! 

 

 
 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 
 

 Eucharistic Ministers are needed for the weeks 
ahead.   Please sign up on the sheet 
 posted on the office bulletin board. 

 

If you have questions about serving as a 
Eucharistic Minister, please speak to Pastor 

Kohl or Sister Carol. 
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