
    Pilgrims’ Progress    
 
 
 
 
 

 

OUR STAFF 
Pastor 
The Rev. Dennis Kohl 
Parish Deaconess 
Sister Carol Weaver 
Minister of Music 
Kajsa Teitelbaum 
Parish Assistant/Progress Editor 
Elisabeth Remming Vergun 
Sunday School Superintendents 
Bob & Miriam Sendling 
Treasurer 
Bill Brinson 
Financial Secretary 
Muriel Linden 
Sexton 
Adam Kohl 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 
 

FROM THE PASTOR   P.    1 & 2 
PASTORAL ACTS   P.    2 
FROM THE SISTER   P.    3 
NOTES FROM KAJSA   P.    4 
CHURCH NOTES   P.    5  - 8 
MEET YOUR PILGRIM FAMILY                P.    9 
MAY READINGS   P.  10 
MAY SERVERS    P.  11 
MAY CALENDAR   INSERT 
A MESSAGE FROM BISHOP PAYNE INSERT 

 
 

 
 

 
June Pilgrims’ Progress Deadline:  

Friday, May 15! 
 

Please e-mail submissions to Elisabeth 
at both parishasst@pilgrimlutheranri.org 

and eremmingvergun@cox.net 
 or place in her mailbox in the  

church office.  Thanks! 
 

 

 

 

 The Monthly News of the People of Pilgrim Lutheran Church 
 Warwick, Rhode Island 

May 2009  
From the Pastor 

 

Dear Fellow Members of the Body of Christ, 
 

Please forgive me for this personal article.  I 
write it as a way of sharing not only some of who 
I am but also some of what I understand the 
Ministry of Word and Sacrament to be as a part 
of the church. 
 

It was 35 years ago this month that I was 
ordained to the ministry of Word and Sacrament 
in the Lutheran Church in America.  The Bishop 
who ordained me was Wilson Tousaent of the 
Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod.  Ordination is 
about being placed under “orders”.  Those who 
are ordained are called to a certain relationship 
with the community of God’s people.  Those 
ordained place themselves under these orders 
by making promises to do the ministry.  I took 
vows, made these promises, at the time I was 
ordained.  I have done my best in most 
situations to fulfill those vows, but in honesty, I 
must confess that I have not fulfilled them 
perfectly.  That is part of being human in this 
world.   
 

If someone pushed me to use an image from the 
world to describe how I understand the ministry 
God has called me to serve for God’s people, it 
would be a teacher.  My understanding of the 
gifts I have and the call God gave me was to be 
a teacher for the community.  Other pastors use 
different models, maybe something like a 
community organizer or a psychologist, but for 
me, it is being a teacher that best describes how 
I understand ministry. 
 

The purpose of the teaching is to form an 
alternative community, a community that lives by 
standards which God, not the world, sets.  We 
see these standards most clearly in Jesus.  So a 
part of my call is to point to the lies which the 
world makes about human life.  I realize that this 
sometimes brings me into conflict with 
assumptions people make about what really 
matters and what priorities need to be.  But in 
the Church, it is the truth about God that is 
important. 



For me, theology (the teaching about God which 
God has given to us), is not just ideas about 
God; it is also the motivation for how we 
structure our life together, and how we decide to 
do what we do.  If we have our theology right, 
that is based on what Jesus reveals, then our 
community and our relationships to one another 
and the world will also be right, pleasing to God.  
But this is the nature of the alternative 
community: it is pleasing to God and it runs 
directly contrary to the ways our sin would have 
life structured.  In the community of God’s 
people, the other matters most.  This is what 
Jesus means by giving us the new command to 
love our neighbors as ourselves.   
 
I have also come to realize over these years that 
I have very little to do with the “success” of the 
church.  The truth which Paul writes in his first 
Corinthians letter is true: “To each is given the 
manifestation of the Spirit for the common 
good.” (1 Corinthians 12:7).  For me, this means 
that your gift (and you have been gifted by God 
in more ways that you probably know) are 
essential for us to be the best “body of Christ” 
for the world that we can be.  Ordination is really 
about shared ministry, about everyone using the 
gifts God has given to us. 
 
So after 35 years of doing ministry, I still have 
much to learn—new insights, new teachings.  As 
each person walks through the doors of Pilgrim 
Church, with each phone call or e-mail, new 
learning, new insights come to me.  You know 
things that I do not know just as I know things 
from which you can learn.  This is the nature of 
community.  The center of our life is Jesus, the 
one who shows us God most clearly, the one  
who is the good shepherd, the one whose body 
we are by God’s grace for the life of the world.   
 
With thanks for your share in this ministry,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Pastoral Acts 
 

Baptisms 
 

   
  Lucas Michael Gustafson 
  Maddax Alexander Smith 
 
Funerals 
 

George W. Hawcroft 
Arthur S. Larson 
Joyce Rouillard 
John B. Thell 
 

 

 
First Quarter 2009 Financial Report 

(through March) 
 
Income for General Fund  $ 69,666 
(includes $8,000 transferred from savings) 
 
Expenses (all bills are paid)  $ 77,408* 
Income short of expenses              $(7,742) 
 

(actually about $ 15,000 short w/ transfer) 
 
Pledges received to date  $  56,204 
1/4 of budgeted pledges  $  68,000 
Actual pledges short of 
budgeted pledges             $ (11,796) 
 
*1/4 of yearly budgeted expenses = $ 75,583 

 
 

WELCOME, NEW MEMBERS! 
 

On Sunday morning, April 26, the 
people of Pilgrim Lutheran church 

were blessed to welcome as new 
members to our congregation the 

following sisters and  
brothers in Christ: 

 

Allan & Toni Corson 
Bernadette George 

James & Linda Grueb and Family  
Meghan Morin 

Valerie Parmenter 
Ben & Kajsa Teitelbaum 

 

Blessings to all, and welcome  
to the Pilgrim Family! 



From the Sister 
 “Have You Anything Here to Eat?” 

(Luke 24:41b) 
 

Greetings in the name of the Risen Lord!  We 
are in the season of Easter now—Alleluia is 
back in our liturgy and we hear those wonderful 
resurrection stories during the season of Easter!  
A good time for renewal and welcoming new life 
in the midst of change and transition, here and 
everywhere!  The ministry of diakonia, (sacred 
service) in which I am grounded and called to 
exercise, is certainly alive and growing at Pilgrim 
Lutheran Church and in Warwick and the 
Providence area.   
 

But serving and loving our neighbor is not as 
easy as it sounds—bringing people together in a 
common ministry is challenging and demanding. 
The sin of poverty reveals the poor among us at 
their worst and at their best.  And don’t forget, 
there’s more than one kind of poverty!  Lack of 
basic needs defines most of poverty’s victims, 
but poverty also damages the soul, the mind, 
and the human spirit.  They are just as much 
“sinner and saint” as the rest of us!  Jesus knew 
this and gives us encouragement and 
empowerment to live and serve in a broken 
world in several ways this Easter season.  He 
comes to us the same way he came to the 
disciples after the resurrection:  in the midst of 
community, giving us his peace, showing us his 
body, grounding us in scripture.  He appears to 
his disciples who are expressing an assortment 
of feelings and emotions: terror, wonderment, 
doubt!   I love it when Jesus interrupts their 
confusion and bewilderment and brings them 
back to the reality of earthly life—the essence of 
diakonia—by simply asking, “Have you anything 
here to eat?” 
 

And so it goes when we are learning to witness 
to the good news of grace and new life through 
ministries of service—learning to get along, 
using our gifts in affirming ways, disagreeing 
with each other respectfully and with humility—
it’s not easy being a follower of Christ!  But then 
Jesus brings us back to the task at hand—the 
earthly, everyday needs of the human family: 
food, shelter, and clothing. And our work gets 
interrupted.  A man arriving at our church asks 
Pastor Kohl to go into our chapel to pray and 
then asks, “Do you have anything to eat? I am 
really hungry!”  And then Pastor Kohl’s daily 
work stops for a moment—interrupting plans for 
a nice orderly agenda with multi-tasking work, 

pastoral calls, worship planning, and creative 
writing. My plans change quickly as well. 
Diakonia becomes the service plan of Jesus and 
all who accept the call to follow with the cross of 
Jesus. 
 

When we are bonded in community with the love 
of Christ as the glue that holds us together, 
interruption of our daily tasks is no longer 
something that produces anxiety or fear—
flexibility becomes the driving force that can 
stimulate the theology of hope in new and 
dramatic ways.  Receiving the peace of Christ is 
a blessing we all need, and the body of Christ 
comes in the spiritual nourishment of the 
sacrament of Holy Communion—the “real 
presence” of Christ for all the baptized: marked 
by the cross of Christ forever!  Grounded in 
God’s Word is the final piece that produces 
healthy acts of ministry.   
 

Yes, we will always have the poor with us, but 
how we respond defines us as Christians!  
When will we know when we have enough 
people committed to works of diakonia?  In the 
words of Irma Wyman, 
 

“We will have enough people of diakonia  
When the boundary lines that we use to keep 
church and world separated are worn down.   
We will have enough people of diakonia 
When the task of gathering the gifts of the 
church and taking them to the world, and 
gathering the needs of the world and bringing 
them to the church, has become a habit. 
We will have enough people of diakonia 
When leading the baptized in and out, have 
beaten a path between the altar and the gutter 
so that everyone will see the link between the 
Blood in our chalices and the blood in our 
streets.   
We will have enough people of diakonia  
When all people respond to the challenge to live, 
not in the love of power but in the power of love.” 
 

Think and pray on these thoughts—look at 
Anna’s Place and other social ministry work at 
Pilgrim Lutheran Church—oh, excuse me, 
someone is ringing the door bell—I’ve got to go! 
 
In Christ’s Service, 
 
 
 

 

Let Grace Happen! 



         Notes from Kajsa 
 

Greetings to you all, people of 
Pilgrim! 
 

 

Every year at spring time, I am amazed at the 
power of life. How small shoots can spring up 
through cracks in the asphalt, and how the buds 
of trees and bushes fight against the cold nights, 
and finally, burst out in joy. The lawns are 
turning green again and people are leaving their 
houses to do yard work together, comparing 
compost and plants with their neighbors, and 
sharing a good laugh. 
 
This is my absolute favorite time of the entire 
year. The warm sun brings back life again, life 
that has been asleep through the winter months. 
Every year, spring to me is like a reenacting of 
Easter and the resurrection (although it takes a 
little bit longer than three days before life returns 
again).   
 
But this is not what I wanted to write about. My 
intension was to continue with the symbolic 
musical language of Johann Sebastian Bach. 
Last month I wrote about some of Bach’s 
melodic themes and how he uses them to paint 
the text of the chorale. Bach was also very 
fascinated with numbers, and he frequently used 
numbers to enforce the symbolic meaning in his 
compositions. He would, for example, group 
notes together in certain groups, or compose in 
a specific beat or meter. Below I will list the ones 
that I have learned through my years as an 
organist.  Read, think, and enjoy! 
 
1.  Number one symbolizes unity in the one and 
only God.  
 
2.  Number two has a long tradition as the center 
of the Trinity, and therefore traditionally has 
symbolized Christ. 
 
3.  Number three represents the Holy Trinity, but 
also heaven. 
 
4.  Number four is a symbol of the earth and its 
“four corners”. Some other aspects are the four 
gospels in the Bible, that Jesus’ clothing was 
distributed in a four-fold division, and the four 
points of the cross. 

 
5.  Number five symbolizes man’s five senses, 
as well as Jesus’ five wounds.  
 
6.  God created the world in six days. Six is also 
the number of man, who was created on the 
sixth day. It is a number of fulfillment. 
 
7.  The most holy, sacred number besides three. 
From the 3 of God and the 4 of earth is formed 
the universal symbol of perfect holiness. There 
are also seven petitions in the Lord’s Prayer, 
and seven words spoken by Christ in the 
Passion Story. 
 
8.  Number eight returns to unity, as the first day 
of the second week. It is also the number of 
resurrection, renewal, and new creation. 
Baptismal fonts were often created with eight 
sides.  
 
9.  The number nine is considered important 
since it is a product of 3x3. It is a number of 
spiritual fulfillment, and the gifts of the Holy Spirit 
are also nine: love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, 
and self control.  
 
10.  Number ten can refer to many different 
things. Among these things are the Ten 
Commandments, the ten virgins, and the ten 
pieces of silver.  
 
11.  Eleven is frequently associated with 
transgression and sin, and was the number of 
the apostles after Judas’ betrayal.  
 
12.  Sacred because of 3x4. Also stands for 
completion as 2x12 hours in a day, twelve 
months in a year, twelve apostles, twelve gates 
of Jerusalem, and the twelve tribes of Israel.  
 
13.  Thirteen has become a symbol for Christ as 
Regent and Leader (he was the 13th among his 
apostles).  
 
There are many more numbers that could be 
listed, but I don’t want to try your patience too 
much. Bach’s use of numbers and their symbolic 
meaning have been greatly discussed, and I 
hope that you find it as amusing as I do to look 
at.  
 
With blessings, 



       An opportunity for families… 
 

The bottom line is this: your kids will 
learn about faith from you whether you 
intend that to happen or not.  It is important 
for what they learn to be something that will 
carry them through the tough times that can 
come to us all.  We are fortunate to have the 
opportunity right here at Pilgrim Church to 
give some help with faith shaping in your 
home.   
 
On Friday, May 22 the Rev. Rich Melheim, 
a pastor from Minnesota will be here.  Rich 
is as much a stand-up comedian as pastor.  
He has been on several TV channels and 
other media outlets to talk about families 
and faith developments.  Rich will be at 
Pilgrim Church to spend time with kids and 
families from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. There is 
no charge for this helpful and practical and 
fun-filled evening.   
 
Set the evening aside as a family event.  I 
know you will not be sorry you came! 
 
Pastor Kohl 
 
 
 

 

ERIK ROBERT HORSCH 
 

was born on March 9, 2009 
 

8 lbs., 8 oz. 
19 inches long 

 

Proud parents 
Katrina Horsch & Greg Putnam 

 

Proud grandmother Susan Horsch 
 

Proud great-grandmother 
Harriet Mellin 

 

Congratulations and blessings to all! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

              May Blood Drive 
   

  It’s  time  again  for  our  semi-
  annual   blood   drive!   The  
  Rhode Island Blood Center will 
  be here on Sunday,  May  31 
  from 8:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.  If 
  you or someone you know is able 
to give, please set this time aside on your 
calendar.    Should you have any questions or 
need further information, or would like to help 
out with organizing or publicizing the blood drive, 
please contact Kristen Resendes at 737-5924.  
Thank you! 
 
 

 

Lector Coordinator and Readers Needed 
 

Lectors are Readers of Scripture in worship.  
If you want to serve as a reader for worship, 
please let the church office know (739-
2937).  If you would no longer like to serve 
as a reader, please let us know that, also.  
And finally, if you would be interested in 
being the coordinator to readers, let the 
church office know about that.   
 

            A  Thank You 
       from the  
    Altar Guild 
 

        The Altar Guild would 
  like to extend a heartfelt 
"thank you" to all of those that         
made a donation to the beautiful Easter 
Memorial Garden  in memory of their               
loved ones this year.   
 

We'd like to also extend a special “thank 
you” to those that helped deliver plants to 
members of our Pilgrim Community.   
 

Your spirit and generosity during this 
Easter season has been very much 
appreciated.   

 

          God bless our Pilgrim Family! 



What’s NOT Wrong? 
By Bishop Margaret Payne 
New England Synod, ELCA 

 
The Vietnamese monk Thich Nhat Hanh writes that we invite sorrow, suffering and depression 
into our hearts when we constantly focus on what is wrong – with ourselves, our companions, 
our church, our community, our world. But we stay connected to joy and grace when we shift our 
focus to what is NOT wrong, and live in gratitude – for breath, sunshine, work, love and each 
day that comes to us as a gift from God. This way of living is not a denial of the problems that 
surround us; it is the recognition that the love and power of God is bigger than the problems. An 
infrequently used synonym for gratitude is “refreshed.” When we cannot see daily gifts, we 
become weary and cynical. When we open our eyes to them, God renews our spirits. 
 
Throughout the Bible, we are reminded of God’s gifts and told to live daily in thankfulness for 
them. This “attitude of gratitude” is not only the healthiest way to live, it is also the way that 
allows God to shape us to make a difference in a world that is filled with things that ARE wrong. 
 
In his letter to the Colossians, St. Paul writes: “… let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to 
which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in 
you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing 
psalms, hymns and spiritual songs to God.” (Colossians 3:15-16, NRSV) 
 
Paul bases his advice for “the good life” on two things: a personal relationship of indwelling with 
Christ and a connection with the faith community. We need both to find the spiritual balance that 
will provide the peace and wisdom that enables us to be true witnesses to the gospel. It is this 
intermingling of individual gifts with community that guides us into the joy found in lives of faith 
and service. 
 
As members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, we are blessed with a strong 
awareness of God’s grace, regular nourishment of Word and Sacrament, and a deeply 
engrained impulse to work on all that IS wrong in the world. God’s Work. Our Hands. Lutherans 
have the DNA for helping others and we have a denominational network that gets the job done 
in a remarkably effective way in our own country and throughout the world. Lutherans also have 
the DNA for frugality, and so the money that is channeled through our church for good works is 
used more productively than any other charitable group. (Well, we are always in the top three.) 
 
When you send mission support beyond your congregation, here are some of the ways that you 
fix the things that are wrong in the world: refugees are cared for in camps, immigrants are 
supported in new lives, Lutheran brothers and sisters in the Holy Land are accompanied in their 
oppression, disaster relief is given around the world, children are fed, wells are dug, fish farms 
are created, micro grants are provided, medical supplies arrive in hospitals, people with 
disabilities are welcomed and injustice is confronted. Recently, the United Nations and the Bill 
Gates Foundation requested the partnership of our church to help with the problem of HIV/AIDS 
and malaria in Africa. So, we now have a new initiative and a new partnership that will work to 
relieve the stigma and suffering of those diseases. 
 
When you are challenged to send 10 percent or more of the gifts given to your congregation to 
ministry beyond your local setting, you are not sending money to “the synod.” You are 
supporting a world-wide network that sees all the things that are wrong in the world, and in the 
power of God and with your support, fixes them. Thank you for your partnership. 
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