
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

From the Pilgrim Staff… 
 

 
 

The bells of Christmas chime once more; 
The heav’nly guest is at the door. 

He comes to earthly dwellings still 
With new year gifts of peace, good will. 

 

The Bells of Christmas 
ELW #298/Text: Nikolai Grundtvig, 1783-1872 

 

Warm wishes to our Pilgrim Family 
for a blessed Christmas and a  

New Year filled with God’s gifts  
of peace and good will. 

 

The Rev. Dennis Kohl                          Pastor 
Sister Carol Weaver         Parish Deaconess 
Kajsa Teitelbaum       Minister of Music 
Elisabeth Remming Vergun        Parish Assistant 
Bob & Miriam Sendling     
             Sunday School Superintendents 
Bill Brinson                                                    Treasurer 
Muriel Linden                               Financial Secretary 
Adam Kohl                                                        Sexton 
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2010 Offering Envelopes are available  
in the narthex (the hallway outside the 

church)—please take yours home  
as soon as possible.  Thank you! 

 
 

 
 

 
    Pilgrims’ Progress   

The Monthly News of the People of Pilgrim Lutheran Church 
 Warwick, Rhode Island 

December 2009  
 

From the Pastor 
 

Dear Fellow Pilgrims,  
 
If there is any proof that God wants to have a 
relationship with you, it is Christmas, the Festival of 
the Incarnation.  In the birth of Christ, we see that 
God wants to be a part of your life so much that God 
was willing to come down among us humans and 
share all that life can throw at us, even death itself. 
 
This relationship with God is the most important 
relationship we will have in life because it will be the 
most lasting relationship.  And from this relationship 
we draw the rest of our relationships.  Who we believe 
God is for us shapes how we relate to other people:  
family, friends, neighbors, and people in need—here 
in Rhode Island, as well as around the world. 
 
The place we go for this relationship to grow is to 
worship on Sundays, as well as to God’s Word to us 
daily in the Bible.  As your pastor, I want you to spend 
some time every day reading the Bible.  It will make a 
difference in your life. 
 
But an important question is, “How should I read the 
Bible?” 
 
There are at lest two kinds of communications:  
informational and relational.  Sometimes we read or 
talk in order to get information. This is one way we 
should come to the Bible, because it is important for 
us to know the time and people to whom the Bible 
was first written.  We cannot understand content apart 
from context.  That is why some people find a study 
Bible helpful.  It has notes and introductions and helps 
in knowing information about the section we are 
reading.  A good study Bible, such as the Lutheran 
Study Bible (from augsburgfortress.com), the Oxford 
Annotated Bible, or the Harper Collins Study Bible 
might make a good gift for someone. 
 
But because God wants to connect with you and me, 
we also need to read the Bible relationally.  This is 
what I mean:  you may have a dear friend, a spouse 
or partner, or a child in your care to whom you say “I 
love you” every day.  While this kind of talking may be 
routine, it is important because it continues a 
relationship.  Would life be better if you stopped 
saying those words to loved ones?  Probably not.  
This is the same thing God is seeking to say to you in 
the pages of the Bible—in  the stories of God’s people 
in the past, in the coming of Christ, in the words of the 



From the Sister 
“The people who walked in darkness have 

seen a great light”  
Isaiah 9:2 

 

Advent greetings, Pilgrim saints!  This is a season of 
hope in the midst of darkness—shorter days and a 
time of waiting for God’s promise to be made alive in 
the birth of a little baby.  As I contemplate on the 
meaning of this “blue” season (blue is the liturgical 
color of Advent, signifying hope), I find myself going 
back to the book of Isaiah, especially chapters six 
through nine, as our Women’s Bible study 
encountered in a recent evening of study, prayer, and 
conversation. 
 
Christians are pretty familiar with this prophet 
because of all the strong connections to our Savior, 
Jesus Christ as the Messiah.  In our study, however, 
another theme emerged which gave us a sense of not 
only hope, but also raised the concept of the “cost of 
discipleship.”  We quickly discovered that in carrying 
out God’s call doesn’t guarantee that Isaiah would be 
successful in everything he did.  In fact, it’s just the 
opposite.  Isaiah’s story is filled with frustration, 
disappointment, and rejection. Why would God send 
someone on an impossible mission?  In the midst of 
the darker side of this question is the inevitable 
conclusion that God is hiding.  After Isaiah received 
his calling, he unsuccessfully attempts to 
communicate God’s words of promise to King Ahaz.  
In spite of Isaiah’s best efforts, fear prevents Ahaz to 
hear God’s promise and Isaiah reacts with frustration 
and disappointment. He also sends a warning and a 
command that even I need to hear during difficult 
times in my life:  “If you do not stand firm in faith, you 
shall not stand at all.” (Chapter 7:9a)  In the end, 
Isaiah had to deliver a word of judgment and the 
message and the man (Isaiah) go into a period of 
waiting.   
 
But waiting with hope and faith gives us a deeper 
meaning to patience and perseverance.  Faith allows 
us to see and feel the warmth of the “great light.”  
“Those who lived in a land of deep darkness—on 
them light has shined…for a child has been born for 
us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his 
shoulders and he is named Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” 
(Chapter 9: 6).  Even when God’s face is hidden from 
us, we can cling to hope in God.  We can feel the 
warmth of God’s grace and love.  We can also receive 
support and encouragement from others, just as 
Isaiah received support and encouragement from his 
friends and family.  By doing this, we receive strength 
and confidence to help others when they face difficult 
times.  Is it any wonder that we need communities of 
faith in our lives and in working  
together in ministry? A faith community becomes  
 

a safe place to immerse ourselves in word and 
sacrament and then go into the world to practice 
diakonia (sacred service), for sure! 
 
Isaiah’s story, essentially, is our story, because we 
soon realize that God’s call is not limited to prophets 
or to pastors or to deaconesses or to any other 
rostered leader in the church.  Martin Luther 
emphasized the concept of vocation when he says 
that God calls us all to live out the baptismal call and 
share the love of Christ in all we say and do at work, 
home, church, and play.  Our callings can include 
being a child, sibling, friend, spouse, parent, 
employee, boss, church leader, team member, and so 
on.  
 
But discipleship is costly—I think it’s important to 
remember that we are called to live out our callings in 
a world that is broken, filled with unbelief, and in need 
of God’s mercy.  In Martin Luther’s theology of the 
cross, Luther pointed out that God is often present 
and at work in the most unlikely situations and most 
unlikely people.  God is at work in the words of a 
prophet who is rejected.  God is at work in the cross 
of Christ.  Even when God’s face is hidden from us, 
God is there.  Believe it! Trust that your faith 
recognizes the love of God in surprising ways.  The 
light of Christ will shine no matter how dark the world 
seems to be!  
 
Grace happens because God is love, embracing us 
as a mother embraces her precious baby.  As we 
journey through Advent to Christmas, look upon this 
baby and know our God is Wonderful, giving us a light 
in the darkness that will never be extinguished.  
“Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign.  Look, 
the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, 
and shall name him Immanuel.” (Isaiah 7:14) 
 
May the light of Christmas bless and keep you 
always—you are loved because grace happens!   
 
In Christ’s Service and Joy, 
 
 
 
Sister Carol and a little dog named Gracie 
 

Unexpected and mysterious 
is the gentle word of grace. 
Ever loving and sustaining 

is the peace of God’s embrace. 
If we falter in our courage 

and we doubt what we have known, 
God is faithful to console us 
as a mother tends her own. 

 
Unexpected and Mysterious 

ELW Advent Hymn #258 



 

                  Notes from Kajsa 
 

Oh come, oh come, Emmanuel… 
Advent greetings to you all, people of Pilgrim! 
We are entering an exciting time of the year. A 
time full of waiting and expectations. A time 
connected with traditions, seasonal food and 
seasonal music. One hymn that I know has a 
special place in many people’s hearts is O 
Come, O Come, Emmanuel—a prayer in our 
darkness for God to lighten our path, bringing 
love to our world and hope to our hearts.  
In today’s world it is easy to get caught up in all 
the misery surrounding us: never-ending wars, 
starvation, diseases, natural disasters, and 
suffering. How do we manage to keep going 
without becoming totally depressed when all of 
this is happening around us? Many of us 
(myself included) automatically turn off our 
senses and feelings when we hear about all 
the suffering in the world day after day. We 
become cold, insensitive individuals afraid to 
act on our hearts. We turn away, or change the 
channel on the TV/radio. We do anything 
needed to not have to listen or see. But as we 
choose not to act, we often feel guilt, simply 
because we know that we are afraid of 
stepping out of our comfort zone. We know 
what Jesus would do in our situation, and it 
burns in our conscience and hearts from 
looking away.  
Oh come, oh come, Emmanuel… 
During the Advent season we once again await 
the birth of our Savior. We pray for God to 
come and be with us, to strengthen us and to 
inspire us. We prepare for the Christmas 
season when everyone is expected to be 
happy, all people are loved, and no one is 
forgotten. I would like to repeat a section from 
Don Williams’ article in the Progress last 
month: “It is indeed right, our DUTY, and our 
joy, that we should at all times, and in all 
places, give thanks and praise to You, almighty 
and merciful  
 
 
God”. We simply cannot and should not only 
stand by when we see people suffering. The 

best way we can say thanks to God is by 
sharing of what we have, and serving the ones 
in need, the ones without a voice in this world. 
Just as we pray for Jesus to come and lighten 
up our world, so can we also make the day 
brighter for people surrounding us!  What 
would happen if you, instead of walking silently 
by with closed eyes, stopped to see the person 
next to you? What would happen if you gave 
someone a smile, or a hand? 
Oh come, oh come, Emmanuel… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Some Reminders for Choir Members! 
Please mark your calendar  

with these dates: 
 

   *   No rehearsal on Wednesday, December 23 
   *  The choir will be singing at the late service on 
      Christmas Eve—call time to be announced 
   *  Choir will sing on Sunday, December 27 
   *  No rehearsal on Wednesday, December 30 
   *  The choir will not sing on Sunday, January 3 
   *  No rehearsal on Wednesday, January 6 
   *  Please note!  The choir will sing on Sunday,  
      January 10 
   *   Kajsa will return on January 8 
 
 
 

 



   
 

              Dear Fellow Pilgrims, 
 

   Thanks to all of you who  
  contributed your time,   
 effort, support and goodies to the Bazaar 
here on November 14 and 15. A lot of preparation 
and behind-the-scenes work goes into a successful 
event, which this one certainly was!  
 

Many folks were here Friday night setting up – in 
addition to all the advance at-home work and 
coordination that many did in getting ready for this 
church fundraiser.  About $1,800 was raised! 
 

It was great to see the “old” faces staffing the tables 
on Saturday and Sunday—and great to see all the 
"new” faces, too! 
 

Thanks again from the Pilgrim Bazaar Team, and 
peace to all. 

 

 
Church School Christmas Program 

December 20, 2009 
 
The Church School Christmas program, “You are a 
Gift” will be presented in the Sanctuary on Sunday, 
December 20 at 4:00 p.m. 
 
Please come with your family and share the joyous, 
positive message our Church School has chosen to 
present this Christmas. 
 
There will be a pot luck family supper immediately 
following the program. Please bring a tray of 
sandwiches and a baked goodie for all to share. 
Beverages will be provided and Santa will make a 
special visit with gifts for the children. Bring your 
camera to have some wonderful memories in the 
years to come.  
 
Parents please make a special effort to bring your 
children every Sunday so they can prepare for the 
program. There will be a mandatory dress 
rehearsal on Saturday, December 19 beginning at 
10:30 a.m.  Your child’s class rehearsal time will be 
announced in a separate notice this month. 
 
Please allow your child to be part of this positive, 
productive effort. 
 
Bob & Miriam Sendling 
 
 
 
 

You Are Invited! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

… to our Santa Lucia Celebration and choir 
Christmas Concert!  It will be held on 

December 13 at 7:00 p.m. here at church.  Join 
us afterward in the Fellowship Hall and to 

enjoy Swedish Christmas ginger cookies. Bring 
a friend and enjoy a wonderful evening of good 

music and great company! 

 

A message from the Altar Guild…. 
 

A reminder that requests are 
being taken for Altar Flowers in 
the new year, and that there are 

still Sundays available for 
January 2010. 
 

This is a wonderful way for you to honor 
your family and loved ones by 
remembering anniversaries and other 
special occasions throughout the year.  
For each request, we ask for a $25 
donation and the flowers will be 
distributed after the late service each 
week to those that are ill or to shut-ins at 
the discretion of the Pastor.   
 

Thank you!   
The Pilgrim Lutheran Church Altar Guild 
 



Social Ministry News Attention all Members 
  

The Constitution of the congregation of Pilgrim 
Lutheran Church states that one is maintained on 
the roll of voting members by receiving Holy 
Communion once a year and making a contribution 
of record for that year.   

   
Please bear this in mind as we come to the end of 
this calendar year.  People removed from the roll of 
voting members are still kept under the pastoral 
care of the congregation, but cannot vote at 
meetings of the congregation or in decisions about 
financial matters pertaining to our life together. 

Last month at our Social Ministry meeting, I had 
a nice talk with Tom Miller.  Tom and his family 
are parishioners here at Pilgrim Church and we 
have been lucky enough to have him on our 
committee for the past few years.  Tom is an 
Associate Director at House of Hope, and each 
year we’ve tried to have a fundraising effort for 
them.  This year, we are collecting paper goods 
for Harrington Hall, a men’s residence in 
Cranston.  Tom has offered to give a 
presentation about his work with Harrington Hall 
sometime in 2010. 

 
Pastor Kohl  
 

 
 

PLEASE RETURN YOUR 
 PLEDGE CARD 
Tom also arranged for a tour back in October of 
some of the residences that House of Hope 
oversees, including Harrington Hall.  I jumped at 
the chance to go with Pastor Kohl, Sister Carol, 
and John and Tina Carlson, and it was an eye-
opening experience.  One resident we met said 
that if it weren’t for the people at House of Hope, 
he would “either be dead or in jail”.  During this 
tour, it occurred to me how sad it is to think that 
every night, in just one location, 88 men come to 
this place to sleep because they have nowhere 
else to go.  But in the face of their difficulties, 
these 88 men will each be able to shower and 
sleep in a clean bed.  We should all thank God 
for our many blessings—even though things may 
seem tough for us—for there are some who wish 
they have what we do.   

 
 

Pilgrim Church is now 
planning our budget for 

2010.  In order to do this work, 
we need the support of all our members.  If you 
have not yet returned a pledge card for 2010, 
please send yours in as soon as possible.  
Working together we are servants of our God 
and blessings to the world around us.  Pledge 
Cards are available in the hallway outside our 
worship rooms.    
 

 
 
Pastor Kohl will be having a communion training 
session for all those who serve as Communion 
Assistants.  We will meet on Sunday morning, 
December 6 at 9:00 a.m. (between the early and 
the late service) in the sanctuary (main worship 
space).  This will be a time for assistants to 
become more comfortable in distributing the 
common cup. 

 
Please come to Tom’s talk in the new year, date 
to be announced.  It’s great to hear him tell about 
House of Hope’s many success stories!  I know 
you will join me in praying for all the homeless in 
our community, as well as all of the wonderful 
individuals at House of Hope.   
  
Dee Bianco All those who serve as Communion 

Assistants are encouraged to 
attend. 
 
 

 
 
 



  Was ist Das? 
A Christmas Carol 

 
Today, carols are our beloved hymns of the Christmas season—just two short weeks of it.  We wish it were 
longer, and some of us might wish we could sneak in a Christmas carol or two in during Advent.  Everyone 
loves a carol—both devout and nominal Christians, and even some non-Christians.  They put us in a happy 
mood.  Of course, the retailers know this and so they pipe out the Christmas muzak knowing that customers 
who are humming or singing carols will reach more deeply into their pockets. 
 

As Christians, though, we sing Christmas carols to celebrate the incarnation—the coming down of our Lord 
God in the flesh—in the person of Jesus Christ to live among us here on earth.  That is the joy about which we 
sing, and that is what make us anticipate the Christmas season with excitement. 
 

The word “carol” itself comes from a word meaning “circle dance.” Such carols were used in pagan 
celebrations as expressions of joy.  Christian Christmas carols have been around for centuries.  The oldest is 
perhaps from the chant Of the Father’s Love Begotten by Aurelius Prudentius from the 4th century.  Late 
medieval English carols were in a verse/refrain format—the form that has continued to be used in many 
carols down through the centuries.  In the 14th century, carol texts generally revolved around the Christ-
child, Mary, or a saint.  Texts were often in two languages and were referred to as macaronic carol. Good 
Christian Friends Rejoice is an example of this.  Its original Latin text begins in dulci jubilo…, and its other text 
is in German.  In the 15th century, the carol became an art music form with elaborate arrangements of the 
music being made.  The texts of these songs were usually based on the passion of Christ.  Carols became 
popular with the advent of Gutenberg’s printing press in 1447, as copies could be more easily made.  Luther 
himself was a writer of the carol, both as author of the text and musical composer.  His 14-verse(!) hymn, From 
Heaven Above, is in the ELW (#268).  Luther has the particular knack for putting those singing the song within 
the Christmas story itself.  We see an example of this, for example, in verse 7 where he says: “Look, look, 
dear friends right over there!  What lies within that manger bare?  Who is that lovely little one?  The baby 
Jesus, God’s dear Son.” 
 

After the Reformation, carols began to decline and to be looked down upon, becoming banned by the 
Puritans in England in the mid 17th century.  A revival of the carol came in the mid-18th  century, and many of 
our beloved carols came from this time period.  In the 1900s, caroling started to become popular and was a 
way to solicit money for charity.  The 20th century found the growing popularity of the Lessons and Carols 
Service.  The readings begin with the creation of Adam and Eve and show in song how Jesus is the second 
Adam. 
 

Throughout the years, there have been traditional images that have been used in the carol such as: 
The rose -- both Jesus, the rose of Sharon (see Lo How a Rose E’er Blooming, ELW #272) and Mary.  A 15th 
century text gives a wonderful picture of Jesus as “heaven and earth in little space”, that is his human body 
within Mary’s body, the “rose”. 
Holly — the prickers are the crown of thorns, red berries are Jesus’ blood.  A legend has it that the holly kept 
Jesus’ whereabouts secret when his enemies were looking for him.  It was rewarded by being able to keep its 
leaves green all winter. 
Ox and ass — not actually in the Christmas story, but included in the carol from the beginning.  Probably 
drawn from Isaiah “the ox known its owner and the ass its master’s cries.” 
 

Some of the secular carols also contain similar images, so that there was not always the same kind of division 
between secular and sacred that is so obvious today in our Christmas songs as, for instance, between a carol 
like Joy to the World and Winter Wonderland. 
 

Finally, an interesting note about The 12 Days of Christmas.  Some think it was written to help children learn 
about their Catholic faith.  Here, then, would be the 12 gifts given on each day from Christmas to Epiphany by 
God, the true love:  
 

A partridge in a pear tree:  Jesus, who died on the cross 
Two turtle doves:  the Old Testament and the New Testament 
Three French hens:  faith, hope, and love 
Four calling birds:  the four gospels or the four evangelists 
Five gold rings:  the first five books of Bible (Torah) 
Six geese-a-laying:  the six days of creation  
Seven swans a-swimming:  the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit 
Eight maids a milking:  the eight beatitudes 
Nine ladies dancing:  the nine fruits of the Holy Spirit 
Ten Lords a-leaping:  the Ten Commandments 
Eleven pipers piping:  eleven faithful disciples  
Twelve drummers drumming:  the twelve points of the Apostle’s Creed. 
Pretty neat!  

Christmas Blessings,  Karin Kohl



The Joy of December's Nativity 
 

St. Francis of Assisi gave Jesus' Nativity a new 
dimension back about the year 1220.  In the 
town of Greccio near Assisi, he created a three 
dimensional creche to resemble a stable where 
Jesus was born, according to the gospel story 
written by Luke.  It was a simple construct in 
which only animals were placed.  For the 
manger, Francis used a straw-filled feeding 
trough which he set between an ox and a 
donkey.  He placed no infant in the manger.  
The worshipers contemplated the simple place 
where Jesus was given to the world at his birth.   
 

This humble birth is recreated in many different 
styles and places today.  The creche is filled 
with figures of both animals and the holy 
family.  It is placed on tabletops and mantles, 
on front lawns and crowded town squares, in 
pop-up story books and on the steps of church 
chancels where the faithful tell and sing the 
story—remembering.    In Windham, Maine, the 
people of Faith Lutheran Church have, for 
years, taken it to a barn where they gather to 
worship in the cold air that smells of farm 
animals as they celebrate "Christmas in a 
Barn."  Huddled together on bales of hay with 
hot mulled cider they worship in the frosty barn. 
 

God gives us the gift of Jesus, and we re-create 
his incarnation in order to remember and 
contemplate the unlikely gift that was given, and 
is still given to us these centuries later.  "God so 
loved the world that he gave his only begotten 
Son..."  In acts inspired by God, foreigners—
wise  men—came  to give their wealth and 
symbolic gifts that would be used later in Jesus' 
life.  And the least liked people of that day came 
down from the hills because they had received 
the gift of words that joyfully announced Jesus' 
birth. 
 

It is a story of joyful giving.  This is a story 
of joyful receiving.  God's Son is born to the 
people on earth.  The heavenly host 
announces the birth, singing praises; the sages 
giving treasures, shepherds spreading the word 
about what they had seen and praising God, 
and Mary pondering it all—as we  do when we 
contemplate the one who is given to us on 
straw.  The giving and receiving are bound up 
together in mutual joy. 
  

For Francesco di Bernadone, his life reflected 
the giving and receiving in one spiritually 
overwhelming experience.  He went from a rich 
life to the life of a beggar when he stripped 
himself of all the things his father had given 
him.  It was the Word of God that gave him the  
joy that his wealth did not.  Jesus' disciples  
 
 

 
were sent out to preach the kingdom of God in 
Luke 9:2-3, "Take nothing for the journey—no  
staff, no bag, no bread, no money, no extra 
tunic."  Francis gave his life in such a way that it 
became a gift greater than the money he gave 
to a beggar after selling some rich cloth from 
the family business. 
 

There is a point when giving goes beyond being 
a duty, as presented in last month's writing.  At 
the close of the year, the joy of the Nativity of 
Jesus offers an opportunity to give out of joy, 
unless, of course, the duty has not been 
fulfilled.  And if the joy of giving is too costly in 
terms of wealth, then there is the possibility of 
giving ones own life for joy—as  Francis did. 
 

It's what Jesus did.  He had no wealth, no 
accumulation  of things to give, but only himself 
as he healed the lives of others.  Jesus had 
bread and fish to feed the hungry with the 
boy's small offering.  He touched the stretcher 
and raised a widow's son from death and he 
gave welcome to those persons pushed 
aside by others.  He gave himself, as Francis 
did; and as we have every reason to do when 
we are frustrated by our lack of wealth to give to 
those around us. 
 

We know what brings us joy by giving of 
ourselves. To fix a broken step, mow a lawn, 
give a word of comfort, sit quietly in friendship, 
give a casserole, leave a monied envelope for a 
bill or grocery gift card, shovel snow from a 
sidewalk, assist at communion, offer prayers of 
intercession, give an expression of love.  Joy is 
received by offering more than one's duty, for 
the birth of Jesus gives to the faithful the 
presence of himself in a piece of bread which 
reaches across the centuries to give us joy of 
forgiveness. 
 

To be the beggar is to receive from the one who 
gives.  There is mutual joy in such a gift 
exchange.  We should all be beggars at some 
time and be open to accept the gift of another, 
in the way that Jesus gives.  In Francis' poem, 
"Let the Whole of Mankind Tremble" he writes: 
"Look, brothers, at the humility of God and pour 
out your hearts before Him!  Humble 
yourselves, as well, that you may be exalted by 
Him.  Therefore, hold back nothing of 
yourselves for yourselves so that He who gives 
Himself totally to you may receive you 
totally."  So when we give we receive, as in the 
prayer attributed to Francis, "For it is in giving 
that we receive." 
 

Ah, the joy of December's Nativity of Jesus! 
 

Donald Williams





 
Sunday Readings – December 2009 

 
December 6 – Second Sunday of Advent (St. Nicholas’ Day) 
Malachi 3:1-4   
The name Malachi means “my messenger” in Hebrew.  The prophet reminds us that God’s way is 
prepared by people who prepare themselves to meet God by lives of holiness and service.  This is the 
righteousness that God looks for in the world.  
Philippians 1:3-11    
The Apostle is looking toward a time of reunion with the church in Philippi.  This expectation fills him with 
joy and hope.  So our eventual union with Jesus fills us with similar hope and joy.  
Luke 3:1-6    
Luke announces the beginning of the ministry of John the Baptizer and grounds his work in preparation for 
the salvation of God which comes in Jesus. 
 
December 13 – Third Sunday of Advent  (St. Lucia’s Day) 
Zephaniah 3:14-20    
The prophet reminds the people of a reason to rejoice: God is in their midst.  When we gather on Sundays, 
we have the same joy because our God also comes to us in words of forgiveness and promise, in bread 
and wine, and in the community of saints who worship with us.  
Philippians 4:4-7   
“Rejoice,” “do not worry,” “prayer,” “thanksgiving” are all words the Apostle uses to call us to know who is 
on our side: Jesus Christ. 
Luke 3:7-18    
Repentance is laid out by John in simple instructions: share, give, do the right thing.  All this is to be ready 
for Jesus’ arrival, signs of the reign of God.  Our repentance is also a sign to the world that our God reigns 
still today. 
 
December 20 – Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Micah 5:2-5a    
God uses the small and weak to do great things.  We see that in a savior or Messiah coming from the little 
town of Bethlehem.  And even though that place is considered unimportant, the one who comes from there 
will bring universal results. 
Hebrews 10:5-10   
“It is God’s will that we have been sanctified [made holy] through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ 
once for all.”  Our holiness is what God gives to us in Jesus.  There is no more need to make up for our 
sin, now we turn in joy to the God who seeks to bless us with eternal life. 
Luke 1:39-55    
God uses the small and weak to do great things.  Here, it is the Virgin Mary who is the vessel for God’s 
grace.  She has a vision of what God is doing here: turning the world upside down to make us know that 
God is the ruler of all things, not us humans, not our power or control.   
 
December 27 – First Sunday of Christmas (St. John, Apostle and Evangelist) 
1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26    
Hannah, the mother of Samuel, offered him to God for service in the sanctuary.  Blessings came to 
Hannah and her husband Elkanah because of this gift of sharing their son with God’s servant, Eli.  The boy 
grew and found wisdom and happiness in serving God. 
Colossians 3:12-17    
The Apostle shows us what growth into Christ looks like: compassion, kindness, humility and so on are 
marks of being in Christ.  So, too, are forgiveness and harmony.  If we focus on Jesus more than our own 
whims, our lives will also show these characteristics and others will believe that God lives through us. 
Luke 2:41-52   
Mary and Joseph taught their child, Jesus, the ways of their elders by their yearly pilgrimages to 
Jerusalem.  But in this year, Jesus’ parents learned something new about their son: he was a teacher for 
the learned men and scholars of the Law.  After they lose Jesus on the return trip home, they find him 
about his natural work: teaching and instructing in the temple, the place one would expect to find God. 



SERVING in DECEMBER 2009 
 
 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES 
 Thursday, December 24 

5:00 p.m.    
Ushers       
Deb Vilardi 
Three additional Ushers needed…please sign up! 
Acolytes     
Wenli Frazier & Kiana Maisonet 
Reader       
Kathy Gremel 
Communion Assistants     
Suzanne Beauregard and Bill Dugan  
Two additional Communion Assistants 
needed…please sign up! 
 

11:00 p.m.   
Ushers 
The Wagner Family and Don & Lois Williams       
Acolytes    
Needed…please sign up! 
Reader       
Mary Brinson 
Communion Assistants   
Bernadette George and Carmine & Dee Bianco 
One additional Communion Assistant needed… 
please sign up! 

 

Please sign up on the sheet posted on the office bulletin 
board for any of the available serving positions.  Thank 

you! 
 

 
 

GREETERS 
 

December  6     Scott Chappelle 
December 13    Mike & Cindy Cote 
December 20    Robert & Susan Dubuque  
December 27    Earle & Ella Fish 

 

 
 

ALTAR GUILD 
 

December  6     Maureen Johnson 
      Cindy Cote 
December 13    Connie Radican 
                          Joanne Lozy 
                          Susan Simundson 
                          Ruth Lesieur 
December 20    Virginia Smith 
                          Sylvia Collins 
       Helen Varin 
       Nancy Lewis  
December 27    Evelyn Doyle 
       Muriel Linden 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
 

December  6     Bill & Tom Dugan and Family 
                Josephine Nelson 
      Joan Carlson 
December 13    The Canino Family 
December 20    The Brinson Family 
December 27    Bill & Tom Dugan and Family 
 

 
 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 
 

Eucharistic Ministers are needed for the month of 
December.  Sign up on the sheet posted on the office 

bulletin board if you are able to help.   
 
 

 
 

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS 
 

December 13   Carmine & Dee Bianco 
 

Communion Assistants are needed for the rest of the 
month of December…please sign up! 

 

 
 

READERS 
 

December  6     Susan Horsch 
December 13    Sylvia Collins 
December 20    Patricia Frazier 
December 27    Nate Stiener 
 

 
 

USHERS 
 

December  6    Joanne Lozy, Connie Radican, 
      Susan Horsch & Joanne Doyle 
December 13   Laurie Linden, Pam Himebaugh, 
      Harry Emminger & David Heden 
December 20   Ron Fish, Earle Fish and 
       John & Tina Carlson 
December 27   Bruce & Elaine Belvin 
      Carmine & Dee Bianco 

 

 
 

ACOLYTES 
 

December  6      Tyler Rouillard  
      Eric Merdink 
December 13     Nina Stiener  
      Catherine Fish 
December 20    Christian Michaelsen 
                Angel Maisonet 
December 27    Dan Cryan 
     Tyler Phillips 

 




